
Rainhill Civic Society 

 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on April 17th 2018 in the 

Millennium Centre  starting at  7-30pm 

Apologies   Keith Ashall, Avril Gaskell , Gerry Ryder.  

1  Minutes of the last AGM 2017. Accepted and signed 

2    Matters Arising. None 

3    Chairman’s report 

Madam President: It is with great pleasure that I have the honour of presenting 

the 50th Chairman’s report at the AGM of the Rainhill Civic Society. The first thing I 

must do is to congratulate everybody and wish you all and the Society a very 

happy 50th birthday. 

One of the important issues in the early years of the Society centred around 

protecting the local green belt and as we enter our 6th decade as a Society we find 

ourselves in a very similar position. We are already talking with “Save our Green 

Belt” and we will support them so long as the proposals fit within our remit as a 

charity.  

Derek Houghton was one of the Founder Members and he sadly died earlier this 

year. He was also a member of the Rainhill Railway and Heritage Society and it is a 

pity that he cannot be with us as we celebrate ‘Rainhill 190’ next year.  

After a long and productive service to the Committee Mike Carter and David 

Whitley will be standing down, as will Vice President Monte Worthington. Mike 

and Monte played an important role in the Planning Subcommittee and David was 

a previous Secretary and managed IT, website and Facebook. His activity in the 

background ensured many successful meetings. In addition, much of our 

equipment was stored in his house and we are still looking for a home for some of 

the audio-visual items. Please let us know if you are able to help out. Please 



recognise the help and support given to the Society by those leaving the 

Committee in the usual way.  

I know you will all be missed but I suspect you may receive the odd phone call or 

cry for help. 

The success of any organisation is based on an active and varied committee 

together with an interested an enthusiastic membership. I believe that the 

Rainhill Civic Society has both. However, although generally successful we must 

also keep up to date and manage effective succession planning for the officers of 

the Society and be prepared to embrace change, both in communication methods 

and in the way the Society is organised. In this way we will be well prepared to 

embark on the second 50 years with a new and energised Committee and some 

new members.  

Speaking on behalf of the Committee we have all enjoyed the past year and look 

forward to the time when we can join you on the back benches, happy in the 

knowledge that the Society is in safe hands.2017- 2018 has been a successful year 

with some important changes that have benefitted all of us. Anne Slater has 

managed the programme balancing good speakers such as Ste Lingard who talked 

about “The Road to Passchendaele” with walks through the Green Belt and a tour 

of St Helens Cemetery. There was also a visit to Norton Priory and an entertaining 

Christmas Social. She has also produced a series of newsletters designed to keep 

our members up to date. It is available on line and in hard copy. 

Judy Lowe has led the Heritage Group and organised yet another excellent history 

course with Alan Crosby. The Subcommittee is also been involved in the many 

special anniversaries relating to the Great and the 2nd World Wars. 

David Whitley headed The Planning Subcommittee that has played and will 

continue to play an important role as the plans for the development of the St 

Helens Preferred Plan become clearer.  However, the Rainhill Civic Society has 

only one voice. If you want to make sure that our village does not suffer from the 

unsatisfactory development of new and existing buildings, please make sure that 

your individual voices are all heard by St Helens Council.   



Clare Swatridge is in charge of The Practical Subcommittee and has organised 

“Rainhill in Bloom” with many excellent entries in all the categories. The Society 

was pleased to receive a grant from the Co-operative Society of just under £4000. 

If we travel around the Village we will find new planters filled with plants and 

shrubs that were purchased with some of this money. The Practical 

Subcommittee are busy planning to spend the remainder in such a way as to 

make the Village more attractive. We do need volunteers to keep the planters 

watered and tidy. If you would like to help please see Clare after the meeting.  

Although not strictly relevant to the AGM the Group is hoping to set up a 

Gardening Club to further encourage interest in keeping our gardens full of 

interest. If possible, we hope to launch this in the next few months with a tea 

party and a plant swop. Please look out for details on the website and in Anne 

Slater’s newsletters. 

There are 2 people who have not been mentioned and yet play a most important 

part in the effective running of the Society; namely Ann Davey, our Secretary, and 

Beth Beswick, our Treasurer. Finally, there are those working in the background, 

producing posters, raffle prizes and teas and coffees. You work with no fuss but 

we cannot do without you. Thank you  for all you do. May I again wish the 

Society a happy 50th birthday and many more birthdays to come 

Madam President, this is my report. 

4. Financial report. Beth presented her own and the examiner’s reports for the 

year, copies of which were available in the room, and are here appended .  

5. Appointment of Examiner of Accounts .   The Chairman thanked Stephen 

Lawson was for his input and proposed that he be re-appointed for the coming  

year. This was seconded by Ann Davey. 

 

6. Membership Secretary’s report  Brian said the membership stands at 277, and 

whilst natural attrition and the occasional new member keeps the numbers 



steady, there remains an need for new members, and he urged everyone to 

actively encourage others to join us.   

7. Election of president and Vice president There are currently two Vice 

presidents , Jill Harris and Monte Worthington.  (as mentioned in the Chairman’s 

report , Derek Houghton died earlier this year ). Whilst Jill is willing to continue , 

Monte is standing down  and the Chairman proposed Mike Carter for the position, 

this was seconded by Ann Davey. The re-election of Christine Scott as President 

was proposed by Mike Carter and seconded by Anne Slater.   

  Here the President , Christine Scott, took the Chair.  

8. Election of Committee.The remaining members of the  Committee are :- 

Beth Beswick, David Burton, Jill Dagnall, Ann Davey, Ann-Veronica Howitt, Colin 

Ince, Judy Lowe, Brian Renshall, Ann Slater, and Clare Swatridge. These members 

being willing to stand for re-election, they were proposed  by David Whitley and 

seconded by Sue Davies.    

There were five new committee members standing for election and Ann Veronica 

briefly introduced them :- 

 Anna Geier, has just moved to Rainhill , and as a professional Historian and 

archaeology consultant has already been helping the Heritage sub- committee. 

Kate Stevenson–Black ,is an IT expert and will guide us through issues such  as 

data protection. 

James Tasker , has been involved with the Planning sub-committee for the  last 

twelve months and is the Independent  candidate in the upcoming  Local 

Election. 

Mark Rothwell, is a long-time Rainhill  resident, and has been working with  the 

Heritage sub-committee on their forthcoming publication. 

Susan Davies, a frequent visitor to Rainhilll Remembered , Susan has  undertaken 

a great deal of research into the history of the Stoops area and  the Stapleton-



Brethertons.  Ann-Veronica proposed these five members for  election and Judy 

Lowe  seconded this.  

9.  Suggestions for consideration by committee-None 

10.  Any other business –None. 

Cake cutting ceremony Christine, together with Brenda Houghton, ceremonially 

cut into a celebratory cake to mark the Society’s 50th birthday. This was then 

served with the refreshments. 

David Whitley presented an audio/visual commemoration of the  activities of the 

Society over the last 50 years.  

   


